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Mitch Davis 
Chair, Board of Directors

Kay Cady 
Executive Director

Dear Foundation Friends:

Thank you for supporting our mission to improve Minnesota 
State Fair buildings, the fairgrounds and educational programs.  
Every contribution has helped the State Fair and the Foundation 
to keep moving successfully forward. 

You have made it possible for us to grant excellent support 
for State Fair projects in agriculture, art, the fairgrounds 
environment, history and education. In 2016, we provided  
$1.1 million to the State Fair, marking the third year in a row to 
exceed a million dollars in grants. Cumulatively, since the start 
of the Foundation in 2002, we have granted $11.3 million for 
State Fair capital and program improvements. We salute you – 
our Friends of the Fair – for making this possible.

The Foundation provided support in all State Fair program 
areas and for the first time we were able to make significant 
grants from our Friends of the Fair unrestricted funds. Our 
tangible results included grants for public art kaleidoscopes, 
strolling musicians, recognition benches, and competition 
awards for fine arts and livestock shows. Major grants were 
given for West End Market, the History & Heritage Center and 
for the launch of a new TPT documentary about the State Fair. 
We set records for Taste of the Fair and for recognition pavers 
with 436 more stories added to the fairgrounds. Our 220 
volunteers were exceptional ambassadors for promoting the 
Friends of the Fair brand. 

The year brought excellent results for current and future 
endowments. Dick and Peggy Lidstad chose to establish a 
fund for bee education and programming at the fair. This 
exemplifies the Foundation’s role in furthering the State Fair’s 
educational purpose. 

Looking ahead, we ask for your loyal support in advancing the 
State Fair’s relevancy as a leading cultural and educational 
organization worthy of improvements and preservation. 

Sincerely,
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MINNESOTA STATE FAIR FOUNDATION

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Fiscal Year November 1, 2015 – October 31, 2016

•	 Supreme Champion Livestock Awards
•	 4-H and FFA Presentation Area
•	 Agricultural Facilites and Programs

•	 Alphabet Forest
•	 Math On-A-Stick
•	 Educational Programs

•	 Bench Seating
•	 Living Green Wall
•	 Vines and Succulents
•	 Recycling on the Fairgrounds
•	 Warner Coliseum Dirt
•	 Fairgrounds Environment

•	 Garden Kaleidoscopes
•	 Roving Musicians
•	 Giant Sing Along
•	 Fine Arts Awards
•	 Studio: Here, Artist Stipends
•	 Arts & Culture Programs

•	 State Fair Archives
•	 West End Market
•	 History & Heritage Center
•	 History Walking Tour
•	 TPT Documentary

In 2016, the Foundation granted close to $1.1 million to help fund projects within every program area. For a 
third year in a row, grants to the fair exceeded one million dollars. For the first time, the Foundation granted 
significant unrestricted Friends of the Fair funds. Cumulatively, the Foundation has granted $11.3 million to the 
State Fair while retaining other funds for future projects.

AGRICULTURE

 2016

FOUNDATION
Grants

EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENT

ARTS & CULTURE

HISTORY

Statements of Financial Position        10/31/16		 10/31/15
TOTAL ASSETS	 $	 2,464,778	 $	 2,388,702
Liabilities  	 $ 	 100,383	 $	 123,610

	 Net Assets: Undesignated 	 $ 	 674,590	 $ 	 482,498

	 Net Assets: Board Designated – Fine Arts 	 $ 	 72,473	 $ 	 59,587

	 Net Assets: Board Designated – Endowment 	 $ 	 0	 $ 	 3,672

	 Net Assets: Temporarily Restricted 	 $ 	 1,288,072	 $ 	 1,425,100

	 Net Assets: Permanently Restricted 	 $ 	 329,260	 $ 	 294,235

Total Net Assets 	 $ 	 2,364,395 	 $ 	 2,265,092

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $	  2,464,778 	 $	 2,388,702

Statements of Activities		  2016		  2015
REVENUES
Contributions 	 $ 	 1,465,503 	 $ 	 1,932,226

Support from the Minnesota State  
Agricultural Society (State Fair)	 $	 221,950	 $ 	 227,188

In-kind Contributions 	 $ 	 72,829	 $ 	 53,836

Special Events, Net of Direct Benefits 	 $ 	 85,793	 $ 	 66,335

Interest and Dividends 	 $ 	 2,688	 $ 	 1,588

Unrealized Gains on Investments	 $	 17,220	 $	 4,882

Miscellaneous Income 	 $ 	 0 	 $ 	 0 

Net Merchandise Sales 	 $ 	 247,227 	 $ 	 254,924 

TOTAL REVENUES	 $	 2,113,210	 $	 2,540,979

EXPENSES
Grants to the Minnesota State  
Agricultural Society (State Fair) 	 $ 	 1,072,563 	 $ 	  1,462,087

Payroll 	 $ 	 666,188	 $ 	    576,775

Professional Services 	 $ 	 43,251	 $ 	 44,927

Office and Production 	 $ 	 144,126	 $ 	 136,440

Occupancy	 $ 	 27,750 	 $ 	 25,427 

Business Expenses	 $ 	 51,019	 $ 	      40,317

Other 	 $ 	 9,010 	 $ 	 7,494 

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $	 2,013,907	 $	 2,293,467
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS	 $ 	   99,303	 $ 	     247,512

Net Assets, Beginning 	 $ 	  2,265,092	 $	 2,017,580

Net Assets, Ending	 $	 2,364,395 	 $	 2,265,092
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We celebrate our Friends of the Fair who generously support 
our nonprofit mission with contributions at every level. In 2016, 
we reached an all-time high of 2,700 annual contributors. State 
Fair projects supported by Friends of the Fair were for every 
program area. 

During the State Fair, our volunteers and Board members 
celebrated this support, wearing Friends of the Fair shirts and 
greeting Friends of the Fair at the front door of the J.V. Bailey 
House where we provide hospitality. Each day, Friends of the Fair 
were featured in the State Fair parade, waving along the parade 
route to promote the Foundation’s mission. 

Thank you for being loyal State Fair fans. To learn more about 
being a Friend of the Fair, visit www.msffoundation.org.

FRIENDS FAIROF THE
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 2016

LEGACY
Funds

•	 Jerry and Jan Albrecht Fund for  
Minnesota State Fair Dairy Shows

•	 Brian and Carol Boeke Fund for Agriculture/
Horticulture and Fairgrounds Environment

•	 Marie Cavallaro Fund for Fairgrounds Environment
•	 Mitch and Laurie Davis Fund for Animal Agriculture
•	 Ray Diekrager Fund
•	 Thomas Dzik and Hannah McGraw Dzik Fund  

for Arts and Culture
•	 Fabie Family Fund for General Support  

of the Foundation and its Mission
•	 Ginny Hubbard Fund for Access
•	 Huntington-Eilertson Family Fund for Arts and Culture
•	 Dick and Peggy Lidstad Fund for Bee Programming
•	 Minnesota Livestock Breeders’ Association 

Agricultural Fund for Livestock
•	 Minnesota State Fair Foundation General Endowment
•	 Sorensen Family Fund to Preserve the History  

and Legacy of the State Fair and Minnesota
•	 Helen Wagner Fund for Children’s Programming

Our Legacy Fund contributors share the common 
interest to have the State Fair be here for future 
generations. Each of our current and future 
endowments expresses the interests and desires 
of the contributor.  Our endowments support State 
Fair projects within the Foundation’s program areas: 
art, agriculture, history, education and fairgrounds 
environment. The Foundation’s endowment support 
continues to grow in funds as well as expressions of 
donor interests that range from animal agriculture  
to seating on the fairgrounds. We invite you to 
consider endowment giving by calling 651-288-4328. 
We gratefully acknowledge contributors who have 
created Legacy Funds.
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Supporting Bee Programs
When Dick and Peggy Lidstad met, they were thrilled 
to find out they shared a mutual love of the State Fair 
and have attended the Great Minnesota Get-Together 
for more than 60 years. They especially like that 
the fair has “something for everybody in a very safe 
environment” and in 1960, they even brought their 
first child, Guy, to the fair when he was only three 
weeks old. To support the fair for future generations, 
they established the Dick and Peggy Lidstad Fund 
for Bee Programming — a Legacy Fund endowment 
that supports speakers, exhibits, demonstrations 

and children’s activities 
designed to help 

guests understand 
and appreciate 

the role that 
honeybees have 

in our society.

Supporting Arts & Culture
The 2016 State Fair featured Garden Kaleidoscopes 
in the Agriculture Horticulture Building that were 
supported by the Huntington-Eilertson Family Fund, 
a Legacy Fund endowment established by Cynthia 
and Steve Eilertson. The project brought together 
horticulture, public art and science in an all-ages, 
hands-on educational experience. Steve, a director 
emeritus for the Foundation, supports the State 
Fair by way of his deep appreciation for agriculture 
through his business Grain Millers Inc., an industry 
pioneer in supplying organic grain to consumers 

for decades. Through 
their endowment fund, 

the couple embraces 
support for State 

Fair arts, crafts, 
cultural programs 

and related 
competitions 

and facilities.
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 2016
SUPREME CHAMPION

Awards

The Foundation funds awards for the Supreme 
Champion shows. Throughout the fair, Foundation 
staff and Board members join the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society Board to present awards to 
Supreme Champions.

•	 Supreme Beef Champion (bull & female)
•	 Supreme Dairy Cattle Champion
•	 Supreme Sheep Champion  

(ram & ewe, both wool & meat)
•	 Supreme Draft Horse Champion  

(stallion & mare & gelding)
•	 Supreme Swine Champion (boar & gilt)
•	 Supreme Dairy Goat Champion
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FOUNDATIONS
$10,000 and above
American Beverage Foundation
Driscoll Foundation
Gale Family Foundation
John E. Desmond and Janet C. 
Desmond Foundation
Margaret H. and James E. Kelley 	
    Foundation Inc.
McCarthy Bjorklund Foundation
The Dellwood Foundation
The Scrooby Foundation

$1,000-$9,999
Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Bud Rotter Family Foundation
Carl and Verna Schmidt 
    Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
HRK Foundation – Pugsley Fund  
    of the HRK Foundation
Hubbard Broadcasting  
    Foundation
Minnesota Farm Bureau
    Foundation
Richard & Nancy Nicholson Fund
    of the Nicholson Foundation
Securian Foundation
The Boss Foundation
The K Foundation
The Longview Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
Weyerhaeuser Family
    Foundation

$100-$999
CHS Foundation
Ford & Catherine Nicholson Fund
    of the Nicholson Foundation
General Mills Foundation Gift
    Matching Program
Granite Foundation
Land O’Lakes Foundation
MVM Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
    Foundation

ORGANIZATIONS
$10,000 and above
2nd Wind Exercise Equipment
Ames Construction
Bremer Bank

Hubbard Broadcasting Inc.
Katherine B. Andersen Fund
Manitou Fund
Minnesota Beverage Association
Minnesota Livestock Breeders’
    Association
Sweet Martha’s Cookie Jar
Terhuly Foundation Inc.
U of M Good Neighbor Fund/
    MN Vikings Partnership Fund

$1,000-$9,999
Abbot Downing
Allied Blacktop
American Restaurant
    Consultants Inc.
Anchor Bank
Bachman’s
Bailey Nurseries Inc.
Berger Transfer & Storage Inc.
Borgert Products Inc.
Bridgeman’s Restaurants Inc.
By The Yard Inc.
Cambria
Carousel Foods
CHS Inc.
CliftonLarsonAllen
Collins Electrical
Culligan Minnesota Co-op
Cuningham Group 
    Architecture P.A.
Davis Family Dairies
Dino’s Gyros
F.A.S.H. Inc. Spring Horse Show
Fredrikson & Byron
G&G Concessions LLC
Giggles Campfire Grill
Good Health Saunas
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty &  
    Bennett, P.A.
I Like You LLC
IBM Matching Gifts
Kallemeyn and Kallemeyn
Lieberman Companies
Lorenz Bus Service
Maertens-Brenny 
    Construction Co.
Mancini’s
McGough Construction
McGrann Shea Anderson
    Carnival Straughn & Lamb
Metropolitan Library 
    Service Agency
Mills Fleet Farm

Minnesota Department of
    Natural Resources
Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Rusco Inc.
My Pillow Inc.
Patio Umbrellas – M&E Sales
Peterson Brothers Roofing
Pronto Pups
Space Center Inc.
Spriggs
Structural Restoration Inc.
Sun Country Airlines
TKDA Engineers Architects
    Planners
Twin City Jacuzzi LLC
University of Wisconsin – 
    River Falls
Vescio’s
Western Bank

$250-$999
African Violet Society of
    Minnesota
Andy’s Grille
Apron Elegance
Becker Concessions
Bongards’ Creameries
Butcher Boys – F&W Concessions
Cal Spas By Spa & Leisure Inc.
Cassata Concessions
Contract Office Marketing
Custom Remodelers Inc.
Daryl’s Dog House
Eden Prairie Assembly 
    of God Church
The Fouta Spa
Grandstand Donuts
Groth Family Farms
Harrington Enterprises
Hopkins Food Service Inc.
J D Fair Dealers LLC
J.B. Nelson
Juanita’s Fajitas
Lakeside Products
Lemonade – Wiles Enterprises
LuLu’s Public House
MinneSnowii Shave Ice
Minnesota Farmers Union
Mt. Holyoke College SFS
Muskar Inc.
MVMA
Neuenfeldt & Co.
Rainbow Ice Cream
Sausage by Cynthia
St. Paul East Parks Lions Club
St. Paul Plumbers & Gasfitters
    Local 34
Starr International Trading
Syndicate Sales Corp.
Thomson Reuters
Two Rivers Kettle Korn
Udder Tech Inc.
United Way
Vagabond Imports of 
    South America
Wee Dazzle

$100-$249
3B Concessions Inc.
Accelerated Genetics
Allegra Print & Imaging
Apple Dumplings – Rutana
    Concessions

Blake’s Concessions
Cabinetpak Kitchens of
    Minneapolis
Candy Factory – George’s 
    Fun Food
Carver County Fair
Cotton Candy – Immerman
Cross Lea Guernseys
Crow Wing County Fair
Dip Stix – M & S Concessions
Donna’s Bar-B-Q Rib Sandwich
Flowering Onion – A & M
    Concessions
Gem Mountain Studio
Gifts Made By Hand
Kreative Acrylics
MakeShift Accessories
Mexican Hat
Minnesota Federation of 
    County Fairs
Oasis Aqua Massage
Peaceful Village Imports
Roberta’s Inc.
Swine Services Unlimited Inc.
Three B’s LLC
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
    Matching Gift Program
Wells Fargo Community Support
    Campaign

INDIVIDUALS
$25,000 and above 
Anonymous
Alexandra Bjorklund
Martin Chorzempa and 
    Jane Miller
Mitch and Laurie Davis
Steve and Cynthia Eilertson
Ruth and John Huss
Peg and Dick Lidstad

$10,000 - $24,999 
David Cavallaro/“Mouth Trap”
    Cheese Curds
Sandy and Don Craighead
Anne and Litton E.S. Field Jr.
Terry and David Gilberstadt
Joe Hognander
Ginny Hubbard
Brad and Lori Ribar
Hugh and Margaret Schilling
David and Kathryn Sorensen
Elizabeth and Emma Wexler
Wozniak Family/Fresh French Fries

$5,000 - $9,999
Alan Calavano
Mark and Mary Davis
The Dietz Family Fund of 
    The Saint Paul Foundation
John and Anne Fabie
Rosella Fefercorn
The Hanten Family/Shanghaied
    Henri’s
Jeff and Diane Hawkins
Bob and Esther Anne Horn
John and Nancy Kuechle
Tony and Sandy Maghrak
Gerald Meigs
Donna Morgan
Thomas Mungavan and
    Carol Keers

2016

FOUNDATION
Donors

We acknowledge you for your generous support. Donors 
listed here gave to endowments, State Fair programs and 
projects, campaigns and Foundation operations. Gifts and 
pledges listed here represent contributions of $100 or more 
made between November 1, 2015 and January 6, 2017. We 
salute our Grand Champions who made gifts of $1,000 or 
more. Our complete list of 2016 contributors can be found  
at www.msffoundation.org.
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Michel and Barbara Nelson
Jack and Leila Nessen
Carmel Dyer and Fred Pittroff
    Australian Battered Potatoes
    and Giant Slide
Steve and Christy Poppen
Postiglione Family
William and Joan Reiling
Mark & Nanette Remme (Nash)
Dave and Erika Rustad
Brad and Marcia Schroder
Susan and Alan Schuweiler
Theisen Family/The 
    Ball Park Café
Helen Wagner
The Frontier/Richard Werner

$2,500 - $4,999
Larry and Caryl Abdo
Jerry and Jan Albrecht
Susan Amidon
Joan Anderson
Sarah Asch
Pat Axelsen
Jacqueline Beaupre
Gary Berg
Thomas Bettenburg/Tom
   Thumb Donuts
Cynthia Blank
Curtis Braatz
Vicki Buth
Judson and Aleya Champlin
Stephanie Conrad
Thomas and Sandra Cordie
Julie and Doug Craven
Susan Dolan
Jesse Drews
Paul and Stephanie Enck
Julie and Paul Erickson
John Broos III, Jackie Foss &
    Julie Hawkins
Norma Gaffron
Laura and James Garbe
Tenessa Gemelke
Betsy Gilbertson and 
    Bryan Kennedy
Alyx Grabinger
Carol Gray
Bert and Jean Greener
Lawrence and Mary Haeg
Jillane Hagel
Faith Hagestuen
Jerry and Debby Hammer
Colleen and John Hardin
Sharon Harrison
Gerry Hauble
Jill Heininger
Kathleen Higgins
Janice Hildebrand
Robert and Sue Horning
Laurie Houle
Tricia Hughes
Erik Jensen
James J. Johnson
Jean Jones
Kathleen Karsko
Donald G. and Carol Jo Kelsey
Robert and Diana Kirschner
Martha and Larry Klein
Cathleen Kloiber
Debora Klugow
John and Kari Knodle

Larry and Amanda Konsterlie
Jon Koppes, Jean Koppes and
    Karin Zeller
Traci Kubisiak
Lorraine Lakeberg
Barbara Larson
Rick and Holly Lowenberg
Don McClure
John McCormick
Malcolm and Patricia McDonald
Linda Moe
Dave and Linda Mona
Laureen O’Brien
Sherry Oleson
Leah O’Neil
Mike and Pat Peterson
Gayle Petrie
George Pillsbury Jr. and 
    Mary Tiseo
Shauna Portlance and Deanna
    Taaffe-Portlance
Ramona and Allen Potter
Gerald and Renae Quade
Dick and Francy Reitz
Deanna Rodriguez
Donald L. Roscoe and 
    Judith S. Vosbeck
Jean and Mark Schroepfer
Frank and Linda Seaberg
Dan Shogren and Susan Meyer
Preston and Irena Simons
Jim and Cindie Smart
Jennifer Steele
Cathy Steinhagen
Terry Strout
Donna Swedin and Phil Whipple
Christina Szitta
Bill Talmage
Debra VanDonselaar
Kirsten Voss
Jim Wetzel
Andrew Wilkens
Steven Yahr

$1,000 - $2,499
Brandon and Cheri Almich
Byron Anderson
Dale and Ruth Bachman
Pat and Laura Bailey
Ann and Randy Bailey
Gordon and Jo Bailey
Tim and Anne Bechtold
Suzanne Blue
Doug Bobick/Big Dog Corn Dogs
Donna Brandl
Priscilla Brewster
Tim and Ryan Browne
Kay and Tom Cady
Carolie and Neil Carlson
Nicholas Cenaiko
Chesin Family/Café Caribe
Sue Cordahl
Minneapolis Mayor Betsey Hodges
    and Gary L. Cunningham
Betty Jayne Dahlberg
Carol Daniels and Richard Jacker
Kathy DeLonais
Janice Derham
Ray Diekrager
Dede Disbrow
Bob Dolan
Stephen Donnelly

Iverne Enestvedt
John Forrette and Marcine
    Heger-Forrette
Jim and Liz Foss
Joe and Ann Fox
Bernie and Lois Freiermuth
Edward and Amy Gavin
Mary Ann Gilbertson
Nancy Gossell
Cheryl and Chuck Granlund
Super Dog/Rusty Groscurth
Gene and Pat Gunderson
Mark and Kathryn Tokar Haidet
Dave Hakensen
Doug and Nancy Hansen
Kris Hanson
Mike and Pat Heffron
Joan Higinbotham
Brent Hodgeman
Carolyn Hunter
Sally and David Hyslop
Ron and Cheri Jacobson
David E. and Patricia Johnson
John and Marna Keenan
James and Stephanie Keenan
    Ye Old Mill
Tim and Sarah Kelvie
John William King
F. Alexandra and Robert Klas
Jason and Michelle Koerth
Mary M. Krakow
Jim and Linda Lee
Jerry LeFevre and 
    Jennifer Gross
Allen and Nancy Levine
Duane and Patti Lundgren
Tim and Diane Madden
Kathy and Tom Malaske
Michael and Shawna Matheson
Susan and Edwin McCarthy
Amy and Bill McKinney
Kevin and Lynn Menk
Susan S. Meyers
Hilda Mickelson and 
    Patrick Mikel
Shirley A. Miles
Robert and Lucy Mitchell
Sue and Tom Molloy
Sally Mortenson and Al Zdrazil
Daniel Ojeda
Frank Parisi and Joan Autrey
Al and Julie Paulson
Bernard C. Pawlicki Jr.
Chris and Kathi Pearson
Laudy and Shirley Ribar
Elizabeth Ringer
James Roberts/Batten 
    Industries Inc.
Ken and Nina Rothchild
Kenneth A. Sandvik
Diana Sanford
Lady Saterdalen
Ellen Mary Saul
Robin and Barbara Schaller
Clarice and Rodney Schmidt
Susan Schmidt
Arne Shulstad
Brian and Patti Smith
Rachna and Michael Sullivan
David Swanstrom
Myron and Linda Tank
Bing and Tammy Threet

Maxine Wallin/The Wallin
    Foundation
Guy Warner
Krooked Fence Ranch/Wally
    Wichmann Family
The Longview Foundation
    Eleanor and Fred Winston
Andrew, Rishia and Noah
    Zimmern

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Brian Adsit
Christine Allen
Marilyn Bagne
Frank Bailey
Mark and Michelle Bailey
Blaine Ballavance
Jane and Bruce Beermann
Shelly Behr
Elizabeth Bello
Karen Bello
Kim Benson-Johnson
William Berg
Kermit R. Bischoff and Kathleen
    Faraci Bischoff
Katherine Bisciglia and 
    Joseph Sherry
Lisa and Michael Bjorkman
Jody Bjornstad and Carrie Terrell
David Blank and Mary Borman
Mary Bonnabeau
Susan Boulka
Larry and Dorothy 
Bromenshenkel
Barry Brottlund
Michael D. and Teresa E. Brown
William and MaryAnn Brown
James Bryce
Jonathan Carter
Bruce Chesin
Elaine E. Christiansen
Klerissa and John Church
James Clemenson
Patrick and Georgia Cochrane
James Coulter
Christian Dady
Blair and Deb Damhof
Marion Dauner
Herb Dillon
William Dircks
Richard Doll
Susanna Doran
Richard Dressen
Randy and Kari Drinkall
Peter Eisenberg and 
    Mary Cajacob
Don Engel
Julie Engquist-Foss
Rebekah and Peter Engstrand
Gene and Lori Ernst
Rose Forst
Tresa Garr
Marcia and James Gilman
Alden and Patricia Gjevre
Jewelie Grape
Brian Hall
Jessica Hall
Kent and Judith Harbison
Bill and Dede Hard
Thomas and Sharon Hartho
Darlene Hayden
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Mike Hazelwood
Brenda and Robert Hessian
Robert Hiben
Cathi and Kevin Hogan
Vince Hurwitz
Bruce and Terry Hutchins
Jean Jansen
Linda and Sean Johnson
Lynne Johnston
Neal and Elizabeth Johnston
Jerome and Sandra Junker
Robert Kamps
Kay Kane-Oltmann and Wayne
    Oltmann
John Kern
Janet Keyes and Mark Hatherly
Dawn and Gilbert Kinnunen
David and Darlene Kirch
Jeff Kirst
Gerald and Lisa Kissell
Carol Kline
Ruth Klossner
Paul and Deborah Knooihuizen
Brent Kompelien
Nichole Korth
Steven Kriz
Todd Kruckeberg
Jonathan Lacey
John Lamoreaux
Nancy Larsen
Brian and Elizabeth Lebakken
Art Lemke
Beth Gibson Lilja
Betty Link
Pam and Fritz Lott
Marceil Luedtke
Brooks and Mark Mahoney
Bob and Hallie Mann
Robert and Elayne Marg
Mary Marhevka
Thomas Marhevka
Eric Martens
John and Sherri Maruska
Paula Masko and Tom Lanqueteau
Mylan Masson
Neal and Stephanie Mayerle
George and Barbara McBride
Kevin McBride
Mike McMillan
Pamela Meier
Craig and Pam Mensink
Shelley Meyer
Joanna Meyers
Tim and Mary Miley
Dale Miller
Seth and Kristin Mitchell
Pamela Mix
Virginia Mold
Jean and Randy Monson
Ronald Monson
Charlie and P.J. Pofahl
Mary Nelson
Michael Nowakowski
Brian Obert
Erin Obert
Lois Obert
Mike and Steph Olson
Jim and Karen Olson
Dustin and Eleanor Palm
David Parkin
Roger Parsons
Dianne C. Pederson

George and Mary Peichel
Kirk Peysar
Robyn Pfeifer
Gordon Pietsch
Michael Pipkin
Steve and Traci Ribar
Stephanie Rice
Jeannette Riedel
Randy Rohlf
Dan Rooney and 
    Lisa Guyer-Rooney
Joy Rud
Susan Schendel
Kathleen and Arthur Schneider
Nicole Schoeppner
Kathy and Jim Schute
Charles and Susanne Smith
Phyllis Sorbel
Rebecca Sorbel
Marina Stauffer
Theresa Stead
Carol Swanson
Julie Tate
Elaine Thorstenson
Clare Tropp and Kathy Kornblum
Erin Twohig
Geraldine Urbanski
Sharon Voto
Amanda Wakal
William Wald
Lynn and Chuck Wallin
Laure Waschbusch
Bruce Wasiloski
Gayle and Dan Watland
Skyler Weinand
David Welter
Diane Wenninger
Eric and Sara Werzel
Catharine and Stan Williamson
Margaret Wirth-Johnson
Lisa Wurtinger
Sue and Richard Wynne
Ron Zamansky

$250 - $499
Millie Acamovic
Stefan Ahlness
Virginia Albert
Julie Allinson
Karen Amidon
Jeff Ammann
Kari Anderson
Laurie Eckblad Anderson and
    Craig Anderson
Diane C. Anderson
Jeffrey Anderson
Julie and Eric Anderson
Kimberly Anderson
Renee Anderson
Joe and Cindy Andrus
Nancy and Benjamin Antin
Nina Archabal
Pat Archbold
Richard Armstrong
Susan and Marc Asch
Samantha Asselanis
Sue Aumer
Doug Backer
Daniel Bade
John Bailey
Janet Balej
Richelle Ballenger

Honoring

STATE FAIR
Generations

With more than  
160 years of history, 
the State Fair has 
involved generations 
of families as exhibitors 
and business partners. 
To honor this dedication, 
the Foundation launched the 
Generations Award with 2015 
being the inaugural year when 
we honored the Bobendrier 
and Keenan Families. The 
Bobendriers first exhibited 
Shropshire sheep in 1915, 
and the Keenans are 
owners of Ye Old Mill 
(1915), the oldest 
amusement ride  
at the fair.

At the 2016 State Fair, the Foundation 
honored the Newcomb Family with the 
Generations Award. The Newcombs started 
demonstrating and selling Feemster Slicers 
in the 1930s, and over the years expanded to 
kitchen wares and more through Syndicate 
Sales Corp. Billy Newcomb, the current 
generation, began “pitching” products at age 
18. He now has more than 40 years at the fair.

11
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2002

2003

2001

First Board of Directors 
elected at the 2002 annual 
meeting & start-up funds 
from the State Fair & the 
“First 100.”

By-Laws and Articles of 
Incorporation written.

Introduced recognition paver 
program; currently over 3000 
pavers on the fairgrounds. 

Grants of $260,000

2006

Restored J.V. Bailey House, helped 
fund CHS Miracle of Birth Center, 
named Lee & Rose Warner Coliseum 
with funds for ongoing improvements.

Grants of $1,511,000

2004

Started Friends of the Fair memberships, 
inaugural Taste of the Fair & volunteers 
began selling commemorative art. 

Grants of $106,000

2005

Improved Ag-Hort & 4-H 
towers, donors supported 
fairgrounds reforesting 
& added recognition 
benches.

Grants of $84,000

2007
Grants of $538,000
Introduced History Walking Tour, 
formed partnerships for State 
Fair merchandise and sold a new 
State Fair history book. 

Foundation
MILESTONES

2001 - 2016

Kara and Bill Ballot
Janet Bankey
Chad and Nicole Barker
Corey Bartlett
Glen Bearth
Donald Beck
Matt and Lori Bellin
Patricia Belois
Melinda and Charlie Bemis
Neal Benjamin
Joan Benson
Kathryn Berg
Aric and Dagney Bergren
John Bergstrom
Kirk and Anne Bethke
Arlen Bjorklund
Coreen Stettner Blau and 
    Donald Blau
Kristopher Bleken
Kim Blievernicht
Bryan and Carolyn Bollinger
Katie and Matt Bolterman
Gary Bowstrom
Peter Braude
Lynn Brown
Margart Buechner
Gary Burger
Gary Butler
Kristin Cajacob
Robert Calhoon
Diane and Todd Carlson
Diane M. Carlson
Norris and Lesley Carnes
Justin Carroll
Paul and Tina Casey
Annie Cashman
Terry and Bill Chandler
Cindy Chelgren
Carrie Chomicz
John and Carlyn Chrisney
Karen and Ron Clark
Janene and Rick Connelly

Gael Cooper
Gregory Cosimini
Mark Cosimini
Virginia Coss
Arnold and Janet Court
Cathleen Covington
Joe Cranston
James P. Crawford
Lorraine Cummings
Andy Currie and Ames Sheldon
Laura Dahlen
Alisa Danek
Brent and Jennifer Davis
Diane de Laet
Jennifer Debrow
Florence Dehn
Ellen Delaney
Lisa Deutsch
Nancy Dexter
Diane and Charles Dick
Joan Dion
Kenneth Douglas
Shari Durdin
Brian and M. Catherine Dusbiber
Thomas Dzik and Hannah 
    McGraw-Dzik
Jeff Eberspacher
Terry Egge
Cynthia Eicher and Blake
    Johnson
Teresa Eide
Erin M. Elmore
Kevin Englesby
Brad Ericksen
Mary Ernst
Michael and Cheryl Eterno
Dave and Renee Ethier
Andrea and Roger Fahrenkrug
Tracy Faville
Kay and Nile Fellows
Deb Fenhouse
Linda Finley

Joe Fischer
Sandra and Brett Flier
Charles A. Flinn Jr.
Debra Frasier
Leonard and Lindsay Freeman
James Freid
Kathleen Fuery
Paul and Therese Gagne
Fred and Barb Gaiser
Craig and Kendra Garrett
Burton Gavin
Leonard and Marge Geske
Judith Gibson
Chuck and Kathy Gitzen
Brad Gluth
Lisa Goepfert
Andrew Goldman-Gray and
    Christy Christensen
Chuck and Sharleen Gooder
Kariann Gottesman
Richard and Sandra Graves
Benjamin Groetsch
Ken and Linda Groth
Melissa Gubricky
Philip Hage
Brian and Mary Jo Hagen
Tom Hagen
Cora Hall
Cindy Hall-Duran and Rico Duran
Terri Hamilton
Robyn Hammond
Jim and Pat Hannasch
Chris Hannon
Kristen Hansen
William and Nancy Hansen
Blake F. Hanson
Daniel and Judy Hayes
Shannon Hedican
Deb and Terre Heiser
Joann Heller
Eugene Hetherington
Denise Heuer

Jack and Cindy Hillegass
Doug Hine
David Hlavac
James and Gretchen Hoar
Daniel Hodnick
Shane Hoeft
Greg Hoglund
Paul and Diane Hohenwald
Mary and Jerry Holen
Stephanie Holeve-Heilicher
Bill and Linda Holley
Michelle Holtze
Cheryl Huber
Diane Hudalla
Justin Hughes
Michelle Ilstrup
Sandra L. Irvine
Ryan Jeffery Plaff
Gail D. Johnson and Jim Sadler
Margaret Johnson
Debra Johnson
Jinna Johnson
Lacey Johnson
Robert and June Johnson
Seth Johnson
Sharon and Jerry Jordahl
Dr. Earl and Holly Joseph
Barb Julius
Gary and Pat Kahnke
Ronald and Jane Kalin
Catherine Kane
Ochen Kaylan and Leslie Ball
Darrin Keiper
Kevin and Jenny Kelley
Anna Kelsey
Elizabeth Thonen Kerr
David and Rebecca Key
Judson Kinde
Chelsea Klevesahl
Jane Kline
Rita Knudson
Denice Knutsen
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Kristine Kohman
Richard and Stacey Kohner
John and Linda Kolstad
Zhanna Koltsova
Virginia Kopp
Steve and Carolyn Koziolek
Jean Krauth
Bryan Kuhlmann
Deb Kuhns
Karen Kunik
Jane Ladky
Scott and Karla Lalim
Susan Lambert
Debra Lambert
Joan Lambert
Jason Lane
Missi Lane
Angela Larson
Thomas and Denice Larson
Michelle Larson
Laurie Lawrence
Gregory Lawrence
Tracy Leivermann-Hanks
Angela Lessman
Shawn Libersky
Dan Lieberman and Suzanne
    Fenton
David Lindeman
Carol and Jon Lofquist
Ken and Cindy Ludgate
Carole Lundgren
Mike and Cassie Lussier
Michelle MacDonald
Pamela Madsen
Elaine Magnan
Sue Majerus
Sharon Maki
Joseph Malinovsky
Fouad Maroujeh
Susanne Mattison
David Mattson
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland

Terri McEnaney
Kelly McFaul-Solem
Laurie McGee
Shannon McGinnis
James McGrath
Vanessa McGuire
Deborah McJames
Kelsey Mclean
Arlou and Kevin McPherson
Patricia Meier
Paul Merkins and Clarine Howe
Joseph Meuwissen
Robert Miller and 
    Margot Willett
Carol Miller
C. Nic Moga
Lana Moll
Mike and Carol Morgan
Thomas Mould
David Mrozek
Christy Wood Murphy
Kimberly Myers
Patty Napier and Pat Whitcomb
Kim and Ted Narveson
Rosanne Nathanson
Jodi Naylor
Kirk Nelson
Mark Nelson
Peggy and John Neseth
Rachel Nicosia
Jenny Nielsen
William Nielsen
Melinda Ninefeldt and 
    Gene Dutkin
Cindy Noble
Jenifer Northwick
Joby and Christy Novak
Dawn and Shaun O’Laughlin
Katie Olecik
Joan Olinger
Ron and Becki Ollestad
Michael Olsen

John and Sandra O’Reilly
Cynthia O’Shaughnessy
Irene Ott
Tammie Pate
Steven Pennig
Sara Pennig
Sue and Chuck Percival
Vincent and Sharon Peterson
Jerry Peterson
Ryan Pfaff
Ed Pfeilsticker and 
    Lauren Elizondo
Mike and Angie Plambeck
Deborah Plath
Brad Plowman
Tamara Prato
Dawn and Mark Prebonich
Mike Pretasky
Joni Proffitt
Arthur Puff
Andrew Punch
Maria Purvey
Patricia and Richard Raddatz
Diane Ramey
Kristine Recker
Roseann Records
Amy and Mark Reilly
Laura Reisdorf
Debbie Richardson
Randy Rients
Mary Rittweger
Karen and Tim Roatch
Renee Roehl
Julie Rohovit
James and Marilyn Rosenbaum
Mary Rush and Tom Hoelscher
Tom Rush
Shirley Sailors
Mike Sandell
Katie Schellman
Marlin Schenck
Jennifer Schermann

Mary Schlosser and 
    Stewart Hazel
Karen Schneewind
Mary and David Schultz
Brenda Schwalbe
Kevin Schwartz
John Schwieger and Sue Bodum
Penelope Scialla
Casey and Susan Scott
Joyce Selix
Kay Shortridge
Bessie Shusta
Frank and Bonnie Siiro
Jill Simon
Dina Simon
Sharon and Tom Simpson
Jim and Judy Sinclair
Bruce and Cheryl Skalbeck
Susan Skalman
Joe Skifter
Christine Smalley
Nicole Smiley
Duane Smith and Francine
    Cosgrove Anderson
Patty D. Smith
Cindy and Carrie Smith
Marjorie and John Smith
Carol Ann Smith
Ellen M. Snider
Linnea Sodergren
Pete Sorenson
Donna and Joe Speltz
Sara Stafford
Michael and Sandy Stahnke
Kenneth Stavrum
Don Steinke
Alfred Steinke and 
    Jeanne Zimmer
Thomas Stevermer
Michelle and Bill Stimpson
Carin and Glenn Stolar
Mary and Paul Stonestrom

2002

2003

2001

First Board of Directors 
elected at the 2002 annual 
meeting & start-up funds 
from the State Fair & the 
“First 100.”

By-Laws and Articles of 
Incorporation written.

Introduced recognition paver 
program; currently over 3000 
pavers on the fairgrounds. 

Grants of $260,000

2006

Restored J.V. Bailey House, helped 
fund CHS Miracle of Birth Center, 
named Lee & Rose Warner Coliseum 
with funds for ongoing improvements.

Grants of $1,511,000

2004

Started Friends of the Fair memberships, 
inaugural Taste of the Fair & volunteers 
began selling commemorative art. 

Grants of $106,000

2005

Improved Ag-Hort & 4-H 
towers, donors supported 
fairgrounds reforesting 
& added recognition 
benches.

Grants of $84,000

2007
Grants of $538,000
Introduced History Walking Tour, 
formed partnerships for State 
Fair merchandise and sold a new 
State Fair history book. 

Foundation
MILESTONES

2001 - 2016
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2009

Foundation
MILESTONES

2001 - 2016

Sold Blue Ribbon Bargain 
books, and donors supported 
Moo Booth educational 
exhibit & historic Grandstand 
Marquee preservation. 

Grants of $1,015,000

2011
Grants of $561,000

2008

Supported development 
of State Fair Archives, 
hosted 500 guests at 
Taste of the Fair, and 
ended the year with a 
favorable operating net.

Grants of $412,000

2010

Donors funded 
Alphabet Forest literacy 
project & started vine 
planting on State Fair 
fence line.

Grants of $353,000

Established the �rst State Fair 
Endowment with Foundation 
Board contributions 
and helped 
fund Giant 
Sign Along 
public art 
project. 

2012

Helped fund AgStar Arena & 
other projects in agriculture, art, 
education, environment and 
history & heritage. 

Grants of $1,022,000

Introduced Arts A’Fair featuring 
performing artists from across 
Minnesota, and launched the 
History & Heritage Campaign. 

Grants of $535,000

2015

Completed $4 million History & 
Heritage Campaign and supported 
educational programs including 
the launch of Math On-A-Stick. 
Started Grand Champion 
recognition with a Challenge grant.

Grants of $1,460,000

2016

Helped fund public art such as the 
kaleidoscopes, strolling musicians, 
and awards for art and agriculture.

Grants of $1,073,000

2014

Records set for grants to the fair, 
recognition benches, and Taste of 
the Fair. Construction of Schilling 
Amphitheater, galleries in the 
History & Heritage Center and 
KSTP Heritage Plaza. 

Grants of $2,350,000

2013

Alanna Storey
Jill Story
Mike Strub
Tim and Beth Sullivan
Rhonda Sunnarborg
Emily Swanson
Anne Swenson
Brooke and Susan Taney
Kathy Tettam
Nikola Thommes
Brad and Madge Thorsen
Kristi and Mark Ties
Lloyd and Carolyn Tobiassen
Georgia Todd
Guy Tolle
Christine Torgerson
Rebecca Tornes
Katie Tschida
Martha Turner
Jeffrey Tutewohl
Alysia Ulfers
Vicki Underland-Rosow
Betsy VanHecke
Paul and Deborah Veit
Margaret Vogel-Otto
Brent and Heather Voight
Kyle Volkers
James Volz
Bradley Vossberg
Susan and Richard Votel
Jim and Jill Wagner
Kenneth and Kathryn Wagner
Vernon and Sandra Waldner
Tom Walsh and Holly Knight
Mary Ward
Daniel and Gillian Ward
Kelly and Bret Wargin
Jerry Wartgow
Jean and Jim Way
Kyle Weaver
Joelle Webb
Carl Weiberg

Vern and Judy Weiss
Allen Weisz
Megan Wellner
Cynthia and Joe Welter
Lori and Rick Weyrauch
Kendra Whinnery
Kari Willey and Rachel Flaherty
Dan and Sharon Williams
Jim and Lori Winter
Roger Wippler
Deb Womack
Carla Wood
Jenell Wood
Mark Zachau
Jack Zdrazil
Burl Zorn
Nancy Zugschwert

$100 - $249
Bryan Aaker and Judith Napier
Don Aamodt
Mark Aanenson
Richard Abbott
Duane Abraham
James Abrahamson
Curt and Berde Ackerman
Ronald Adams
Holly and Jeff Adler
Jana Agrey
Mona Ahlf
Barbara Ahlstrom
Jill Aitchison
Dorothy Akin
Sandy Albert
Susan Albrecht-Desmond
Judy Alexander
Sandy Algra
Jim and Diane Allen
Michael Allen
Tracy Allen
Soulaire Allerai
Mark and Nina Alm

Carol Almquist
Beth and Ron Alonzo
Gabriella Alvarez
Barry and Patricia Alverman
Patricia and Paul Amidon
Rebecca Amidon
Amy Amundsen
Michael Amundson
Sandy Anderberg
Irene Andersen
Peter and Marianne Andersen
Jim Anderson
Joel and Teresa Anderson
Lori and Warren Anderson
Wendy Anderson
Edgar and Constance Anderson
Roy K. Anderson
Steven and Karen Anderson
Andy Anderson
Janet Anderson
Judy Anderson
Kurt Anderson
Lyndsay Anderson
Melinda Anderson
Mike Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Renee L. Anderson
Ron Anderson
Tammy Anderson
Rita Andert
Robert Anfinson
Paul, Meredith and 
    Sammy Arbuckle
Timothy Arens
Merrit Armitage
Jay and Diane Armstrong
Lisa Armstrong
Janet Arth
Geri Asper
Howard B. Atkin MD
John Atzmiller
Michael Austin

Kathy Avise
Kevin Avise
Jodi Axel
Nancy Ayinde
Steve Bachleitner
Bruce Backberg
Vickie Backer
Lucy Backman
Timothy Bahr
Diane Bailey-Andersen and 
    Peter Andersen
Dennis and Corinne Baker
Jeff Baker
Rick and Cathy Balzer
Mary Ann Bannerman
Ronald and Sarah Bardal
Jeffrey and Diane Baron
Yvonne Barrett
Catherine and Steve Bartholet
Evonne and Max Bartholomay
Yuri Bates
Richard Battig
Kathleen Baumbach
Elizabeth Baxter
Corrie Ooms Beck
Patricia Beckers
Sarah, Andrew and  
    Harper Bedell
Bruce Behrends
Mary Belden
Brian and Jen Bellmont
Donald Bellmont
Vicki Belz
Doreen Bengtson
Scott and Kathryn Bennet
Cheri Bennett
James W. Bennetts
Marvin Bentley
John and Nancy Berg
Deborah Berg
Richard Berg
Karyn Bergen
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2009

Foundation
MILESTONES

2001 - 2016

Sold Blue Ribbon Bargain 
books, and donors supported 
Moo Booth educational 
exhibit & historic Grandstand 
Marquee preservation. 

Grants of $1,015,000

2011
Grants of $561,000

2008

Supported development 
of State Fair Archives, 
hosted 500 guests at 
Taste of the Fair, and 
ended the year with a 
favorable operating net.

Grants of $412,000

2010

Donors funded 
Alphabet Forest literacy 
project & started vine 
planting on State Fair 
fence line.

Grants of $353,000

Established the �rst State Fair 
Endowment with Foundation 
Board contributions 
and helped 
fund Giant 
Sign Along 
public art 
project. 

2012

Helped fund AgStar Arena & 
other projects in agriculture, art, 
education, environment and 
history & heritage. 

Grants of $1,022,000

Introduced Arts A’Fair featuring 
performing artists from across 
Minnesota, and launched the 
History & Heritage Campaign. 

Grants of $535,000

2015

Completed $4 million History & 
Heritage Campaign and supported 
educational programs including 
the launch of Math On-A-Stick. 
Started Grand Champion 
recognition with a Challenge grant.

Grants of $1,460,000

2016

Helped fund public art such as the 
kaleidoscopes, strolling musicians, 
and awards for art and agriculture.

Grants of $1,073,000

2014

Records set for grants to the fair, 
recognition benches, and Taste of 
the Fair. Construction of Schilling 
Amphitheater, galleries in the 
History & Heritage Center and 
KSTP Heritage Plaza. 

Grants of $2,350,000

2013

Tim Bergstrom
Bill Berkner
Susan and Keith Beseke
Cindy and Fazil Bhimani
James Bialke
Jessica Bialon
Lisa Bickford
Erik and Paula Biever
Mark Billmayer
Sheila Billstein
Barbara Bingham
Dee Ann Bischel
Gordon Blackey
Stephen and Connie Blader
Cheryl Blais
Colene Blank
Dennis Block
Randall Blumenstein
Sandra Bodensteiner
Jessica Boehr
Peg Bohanon
Douglas and Janice Bohn
Kimberly and Robert Boisvert
Becky Boland
Jillene Bolejack
Patricia Bolger and 
    Debra Broderick
Gaylord and DeeAnn Boots
Lee and Marsha Boraas
Barbara Duffy Borchert and 
    Robert Borchert
Michael Born
Aimee Bortnem
David and Victoria Bosin
Kathleen Bosse
Susan Bous
Mark and Sherry Boyce
Rod Boyer
James Boyle
Pam and Don Brabeck
Anna Brace
Jennifer Branchaw

Catherine Braun and 
    Guy Tunicliffe
Jane Braun
Jennifer Braunschweig
Celeste Brausen
Kathleen Bray
Sarah Brededmus
Kenneth Brennan
Pat Britt
Galen and Kathy Britz
Jean Bronson
Daniel Broos
Paul H. Brown
Annalee Brown
Hal Brown
Karen Brown
Lori Brown
Sherryn Brown
Steven Bruess
Carlene and John Bruha
Laura Buchl
Kasey Buck
Richard Budzynski
Betty Ann Burch
Lavon and Sally Burdick
LeAnn Burich
Michael Burkhardt
Diana Burlison
Todd and Patricia Burnes
Carol Johnson Burns
Erin Burns
Steven and Marilyn Burroughs
Jamie Burt
Joe C. Busch
Nancie Bush
Jerry and Dee Cain
Darlene and Thomas Calgaro
Dennis and Nan Callahan
John and Mary Ann Callahan
Nancy Cambronne
Michelle Camilli
Carol Ann Cansdale

David and Carol Carlson
Jane E. Carlson
Katherine Carlson and 
    Sean Murphy
Laurence and Beverly Carlson
Richard and Jennifer Carlson
Sarah Carlson
Gordon B. Carlton
Barb Carrera
Michele Carstens
Emory Carter
Sunshine Carter
Patricia Carty-Heffner
Dianna Case
Virginia Case
Heather Casperson
Tom and Dawn Cassidy
Wayne Cassman
Tom and Susan Cathey
Kate Chaffee
Steve and Julie Chamberlain
Doug and Nancy Chapel
Ruth Ann Chapman
Jill Charboneau
Barbara Chase
Debra Chatelle
Michael Childs
Paul Chrenka and Martha Ballard
Patricia Christensen
Kat Christopherson
Mike Chrysler
Cheryl Chute
Nancy Cincotta
Alison Clark
Nancy Clemens
Jeff Cloutier
Heather Cmiel
Mark Coffey
Alyssa and Jason Collins
David Colwell
Ray Conroe and 
    Maureen Shannon

Bill and Maureen Cosgriff
Kate Courtney
Melissa Courtney
Thomas Cousins
James and Roberta Craig
Hugh Crane
John Creed
John Cruz
Darryl Cuddy
Kimberly Culbertson
Kristina Culbertson
Robert Culbertson
Alice Cullen
Megan Currier
Julie Curtsinger
Caroline Czarnecki
Richard and Judith Dahlin
Patricia Dahlman
Hattie Dambroski
Alexander Danforth
Dylan Danich
Deborah Danielsen
Nicole Danielsen
Susan Darley-Hill and Brian Hill
Karen Davidson
Darlene and John Davies
Dennis and Christine Davis
Anita Davis
Donavan DeBoer
Sharon Decker and Patrick 
    Di Bartolomeo
Lester and Becky Dee
Ronald DeJongh
Matthew Delisle
Maggie DeLong-Miller
Jeffrey Demars
Nicholas and Pam Dennis
Josie Jedlicka Derrig
Dudley Deshommes-Kohls
Reece Devlin
Glenna Dibrell
Kenneth C. Dickmann
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Friends of the Fair

GRAND CHAMPION
Recognition

In 2015, the Foundation received its first 
challenge grant from two generous St. Paul 
Friends of the Fair. The Grand Champion 
Challenge has served to develop annual 
leadership gifts of $1,000 or more. This 
helped the Foundation inspire like-minded 
contributors to give at a higher level.  

The Grand Champion Challenge continues in 
2017. New $1,000 gifts and other contributions 
will continue to help the Foundation qualify 
for this second year of the Challenge. We invite 
you to renew and continue leadership support 
of the Foundation mission to preserve and 
improve the State Fair.

Grand Champion giving allows the Foundation 
to generously grant funds for State Fair 
projects that improve buildings, the 
fairgrounds and educational programs. 
The increased contributions from Grand 
Champions helps the State Fair go above 
and beyond what it can do on its own. Grand 
Champion donors are prominently recogonized 
at the J.V. Bailey House and qualify for Friends 
of the Fair benefits. Throughout the year 
Grand Champions are invited to events to 
learn more about the State Fair.

Jim and Janie Dickson
Bryony Diederich
Terry and Nancy Dobbratz
Dean Doering
Sue Domeier
Angela Donatelle
Jan Donelson
James Dorr
Emily Douglas
Sherry and Chuck Dowd
Richard Downer
Katherine Drake
Cathy Driver
Steven Dropkin
Debora Drower
Cindy Duddleston
Bob Duerr
Amanda Duitsman
Lori and Jerome Dullinger
Jeff and Julie Duncan
Patricia Dunford
Judith Dupre
Damon Durand
Dean Dutcher and Cynthia
    Dutcher-Flack
Bridgette Dutkowski
Lori Dvorak
Sarah Dybevik
Kenneth Ebert
Patricia Eckblad
Dean Eckhart
Kevin and Susie Ecklund
Sara Edel and Dee Reinking
Janis and Joyce Edstrom
Barbara Eells
Ward Einess
Julie Elholm
Todd Engebretson
Bernadine Engeldorf
Doris Engibous
Julie Engleson
Mary Jule Erickson
Kimberly Erickson
Marvin Erickson
Duane Esterly
Steve Esty
Brian Etienne
Dawn Evangelist
Tony and Lori Evans
Nancy Everitt
Jennifer Facciani
Sarah Fairbanks
Mila Falbaum
Katherine and Sam Falbo
Patrick Farley
Sonia Feder-Lewis
Allienne Felty
Leland and Jeanne Ferden
Terry Ferrozzo
Vicky and Emery Fick
Roy Finden
Liz Fine
Julia Fink
Kathleen Fischer
Tom Fischer
Shannon Fisher
Bonnie Fladebo
Lynn Flagstad
Deneen Flanary
Karrie Flater
Liz Flinn
Bob and Cheryl Flood

Jennifer Foley
Charles Ford
Mary Jo Fort
Steve Foss
C. Kevin Foster
Bill Foussard
Linda Franey
Elizabeth Franke
William Franke
Cathy Franta
Ed and Shirley Frederick
Karen and Dennis Freed
Jen Freese
Louise French
Margaret and John Fricke
Kathleen Frisk
Diane Frokjer
Christi Fromm
Claudia Fuglie
Matthew Furst
Amy Gabriel and Dawn Gelle
Kathryn and Martin Gardner
Lori Gardner
Lucinda Gardner
Jennie Garofalo
Jean Gaslin
Judith Gauthier
Mary Lou Gavin
Jane and Steve Gehrke
Willem Geljon
Troy Gemmill
Gerald and Carol Gengenbach
Nancy Gerber
Judy Gerth
Victoria Gibbs
Sheila Gibson
Judy Gilats
John Gilje
Chris Gillen
Theresa Gillman
Gary and Suzanne Giltner
Marci Gittleman
Michelle and Andy Gitzen
Nancy Glaeser
Bernadette Gloeb
Florence V. Golden
Michelle Golden
Debra Fisher Goldstein
Kim Goodsell
Kate Goodson
Susan Goolsby
Carol Goracke-Eberhardt
William and Sandra Goral
Jim Gorski and Mary Lou Rice
Maureen Grailer
Jeff and Kathy Grant
David and Karen Gratz
Charles Graves Jr.
Jody Green
Kyle Greene
Todd Greenwaldt
Emily Groebner-Albrecht
Kevin Gross
Rebecca Grothe
Brian and Jayne Grout
Jerome and Elvira Grundmayer
Danny and Nancy Grunhovd
Corinne Gudmundson
Nancy Gullikson
Jennifer Gummert
Glenn and Sylvia Gunderson
Shelley Gurrola
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Miriam Gustafson
John Guttermann
Elizabeth Hace
Sherri and Ron Hackenmueller
Nancy Dean Hafner
Rebecca and Gary Hagemann
Michele R. Hagen
Thomas and Shirley Hagerty
Frank Haigh
Dennis Hale
Shaun Halland
Jan Halverson
Sara Haman
Barbara Hamilton
Cathy and Mike Hamm
Thomas Hammitt
Larry Hampel and Mary Kopet
Brian Hanf
Tim Hanschen
Andrew Hansell
Heather Hansen
Melody Hansen and Eric Fitterer
Sara Hansen
Kristin Hanson
Peggy and Al Hanson
Harley Hanson
Heidi Hanson
Jon Hanson
Kathleen Hardy
Sarah Hardy
Pamela Harris
Char and Max Harshbarger
Joanne Harvala
Jeanne Hatle
Thomas Haubrich
Julie Haugen
Bob and Sally Hauser
Jim and Colleen Hayes
Mary Hayne
Jana Healy and Thomas Motosko
Mark Hedin
Hannah Heidebrink
Scott Heidebrink
Alan Heider
Ronald and Margaret Heikes
Sarah Heikkila
Chris and Kim Heim
Bill Heimer
Karin and Greg Heinecke
Rosemary Heinitz
Peter Heller
Margaret Henehan
Annette Henkel
Christopher Henkemeyer
Lindsay and Kyle Henning
Lori Henning
Jill Hentges
Donna Herem
Jennifer Heriot
Christopher Hertel
Susan Herzog
Frank and Mary Beth Hess
Jennifer Hiebert
Lucy Hiestand
Amy Higgins
Jeffrey and Sheryl Hinkeldey
Diane Hitchcock
Debra Hjortland
Marni Hockenberg
Dan and Ronaele Hoffman
Hannah Hoffman
Joy Hoffman

April Hogan
Ann Holleschau
Gregory Holly
Glen A. Holmberg
Ashley Hommedahl
Roy Hope
Janet Hopper
Eric Hough
Shanna Howe
Joan Howland
Autumn Hubbell
Debra Hubers
Jim Hughes
Kate An Hunter
Michael Huray
Sally and John Husnik
Amy Hutchins
Michael and Cindy Huttner
Duane Hutton
Susan Hynes
Mike Ile
Rachel Imbrock
Andy Inserra
Joe and Theresa Inserra
Heidi Interdonato
Robert Irvin
John P. Irvine
Linda Fuller Isaacson
Nora Ivory
Cindy and Aaron Jacobs
Mary Jacobs
Kathleen James
Karen Jannusch
Duane Jansen
Cora Jansma
Stephanie Jares
Anthony Jarousek
Laura Jaunich
Annie Jessop
Molly Murphy Johansen
Laurel Johansen
Nancy Johansen
Richard and Laura Johnson
Taelor Johnson
Ardell and Katie Johnson
Chris B. Johnson
Coranne Johnson
Gina and Corey Johnson
Heather Johnson
James Johnson
Janet and Gary Johnson
Jody Johnson
Lanet Johnson
Lorelei Johnson
Marilyn Johnson
Shannon Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Susanne Johnson
Tammi Johnson
Val Johnson
Carrie Jones
Dayna Jones
Jean Jones
Marilyn Jorgenson
Scott Jorgenson
Michelle Jost and 
    Jonathan Yates
Leah Junkert
Diane Juvland
Steven and Judy Kaatz
Deborah Kadlec
John and Sylvia Kafkas

Orman and Noreen Kalien
Bonnie and Lee Kamel
Anne Kaplan
Dayna Kaplan
Deb Kapp
Kevin and Jacque Keller
Scott and Patricia Keller
Katie Kellner
Deborah Kelly
Julie Kenfield
Kim Keprios
Roseann and Robert Kermes
Anna Kieselbach
Floyd and Eloise Kimball
Julie Kimker
Michael and Marylu Kivel
T.H. Kjellberg
Tom Kjellberg
Kim and Gregg Kleinschmidt
Jodi Klocke
Shirley Kmett
Margaret Knoll
Dana Kodl
Karen and Paul Koenig
K.Dawn Kohlman-Shemesh and
    Max Shemesh
Kathleen Kohn
Michael Kokosh
Chris Kolve
Randy Komorouski
Mary Korte
Dean and Kathryn Koutsky
Alissa Kovala
Marc Kowalski
Sue Kowalski
Gail Krahulec
Aileen Kramer
Timothy Kramm
Cindi and Steve Krasky
Jason and Laura Krause
Jennifer Krause
Loren Krause
Billee Kraut
Linda Krech
Don Krieger
Dianna Krogstad
Jill Kroll and Kenneth Slayton
Tom and Jane Kropelnicki
Jane Krueger
Paul and Jane Krumrie
John Kruse
Katherine and Larry Kuehn
Bill Kulcsar
Darleen Kunz
Jenifer Kuras
Patricia Kuszler
Scott Kuyper
Theodore and Elaine Kvasnik
Tim Labbe
David Laden
Robert Lambert
Brett and Jan Landow
Jimmi Lane-Bina
Joe Lanz
Ava Larsen
Kandi Larson
Julie Larson
Kim Larson
William Larson and Richard Space
Eric Larson
Jackie Larson
Mary E. Larson

Tari Larson
Barbara Laughlin
Anthony Laxen
Sandy Leach
Mary Leary
Robin Lecuyer
Mark and Nila LeDuc
Joe Lee
Mary Lee
Karen Leeming
Kim Legard
Cynthia LeGarde
Michele Lehner
Nick Leisen
Klaus Lemke
John and Paula Lentz
Kyle Lenzen
Duane Leshovsky
Susanne Leslie
Janet Lewis
Mark and Connie Lewis
Lars and Chris Lidberg
Mark Lillemoen
Robin and Michael Lind
Dennis and Janet Lindahl
David Linde
Scott Lindell
Debra Linder
Stuart Lindgren
David Lindo
Muriel Lindquist
Mindy Lines
Donna Linse
Kayla Lockington
Alex Lodner
Ashley Lofgren
Shirley Ann Lohmann
Laura Lonsdale
Heather Look
Tiffany Lorentzson
Hannah Luedoble
Francis Luikart
Janine Lund
Lee and Jo Ann Lundblad
Nancy Lundborg
Richard Lundgren
Gary and Ann Lundquist
John MacDougall
Jane Mackenzie
Rachael Mackenzie-Olson
Laurie Mackert
Laurie Magnus
Diane Mahalla
Dean Mahlke
Ann Majerle
Richard Malecha
Brian Malloy
Will Malloy
Ann Malwitz
Teresa and Steve Manhart
Stacy Maniak
Sheldon and Kerry Manthei
Laura Maring
Angela Markham
Dorothy and Toby Markowitz
Caroline Marks
Susan Marschke
C. Paul and Carole Martin
Jon and Janet Martin
Megan Martin
Sara Martin
Andrew Martinson
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Sara Maruska
Peter and Joan Marx
Sharon Mason
Bob Matchinsky
Larry Mathias
Katherine Matson
Glenn and Peggy Matthees
Jane Matthesen
Larry Matthews
Dale Matti
Ann Mattson
Leah Maurer
Ed May
Leah May
Richard May
Lu Ann and Michael McArdell
Roann McCann
Linda McCarron
Debra McClain
Cynthia McCollum
Jennifer McCoy
Kate McCready
Dena McDonald
Jan McElfish
Sue McGinnis
Mike McGuire
Ann and David McMonagle
Susan and Paddy McNeely
Vickie and John McPhillips
Oliver and Kathy Mechtel
Eldo and Janet Meeks
Kyle Meerkins
David Meierhoff
Herman and LaDonna Meinders
Michael Melrose
Jennifer Menken
Sonja Mertz
Chris and Joanne Messerly
Jan Messerly
Phyllis Meyer
Richard Meyer
David Meyers
Steve and Mary Michalski
Paula Mickelson
Jane Middlestadt
Wm. Scott and Lydia Midness
James Mihalek
Kim and Mike Mikulich
Jody Miller
Kathleen M. Miller
Marette Millerbernd
Mary and Randy Millette
Elizabeth and Paul Milne
Janet Minea
Celia Miner
Dean Minotte
Marcia Miskimen
Dana Misner
Sylvia Mittelstadt
Jessica Mocol
Jennifer Moline
Steven and Kathy Molzahn
Linda Monn
Richard and Linda Moore
Jolene Moore
Lynne Moratzka
Kathryn Moroni
Jackie Morstad
Cheryl and Norman Mortenson
Lisa Moryn
Susan Mosiman
Wendy Mosiman

Diana Moss
Katrina Mosser
Mariah Mousel
Angela Mozeika
Janice Muhar
Nancy Mulcrone
Aaron Mullen
Kathleen Mullen
Sarah Mullins
Craig Muntifering
Doug Murphy
Darla Mustar
Thomas Myers
Robert Nack
Caren and Donovan Nash
Lindsay B. Nauen and 
    Richard H. Weil
Holly Neaton DVM
Lola and Paul Nebel
Elsa Neck
Peter and Linda Neigebauer
Cheryl Neithercott
Amy Weseman Nelson
Susan C. Nelson
Melissa Nelson
John Nelson
Lynne Nelson
McKenna Nelson and 
    Sienna Nelson
Robert and Elizabeth Nelson
Tim Nerud
Mildred Ness
Jennifer and Peter Newburg
Louise Newsom
Mary Newstrom
Sharon Nibbe
Liz and Randy Nichols
Mickey Nickelson
Christine Nielsen
Nicole and Terence Nielsen
Katrina Nisben
Nancy Noland
Mary Noomen
Kimberly Noonan
Scott and Julie Nordstrom
Heidi Norman
Mary Norris
Sharon Northby
Michael Novak
Sherri Novitsky
Nicholas Nye
Dennis and Marian Nygard
Gordon Nys
Timothy and Gayle Ober
Doreen O’Brien
Shelley O’Brien
Rhiannon O’Connor
William and Gina Odean
Donna Odegaard
Robert O’Donnell
Dan and Kris O’Gara
Kenneth O’Hotto
Howard Ojalvo and Mary Drabik
Karen O’Kane
Erin E. O’Leary
Donald Olinger
Ilene Olson and Bruce Holmberg
David O. Olson and Jean A. Olson
Jayne Olson
Kimberly Olson
Norm Olson
Sue Olson

Lona Oltmann
Irene Opsahl
Ann Oreilly
Michael and LeAnn Oseth
Bonnie Ostlund
Krisanne Ott
Clifford Otten
Meg Otten
Alan and Connie Overland
Andy Packingham
Henry Padgett
Robert Paetznick and 
    Jane Hensen
Greg Pahl
LaRae Painter
Daiva Parakininkas
Linda Parkin
Walter and Linda Parsons
Robert Patient
John Paulmann
Beth Paulson
Jannette and Gary Paulu
Denise Pcolinski
Nicole Pearson
Nicole Pearson
John and Nancy Peck
Nicole Peckumn
Dave and Linda Pedersen
Lisa Pederson
James Pederson
Anthony Peltier
Mame Pelletier Guire
Sandi Pemberton
Bill Peters
David and Diane Peters
Jeffrey Peters
Carol Ann Petersen
Phillip M. Peterson
Tina Ham Peterson
Carol Peterson
Darrel Peterson
Eric Peterson
Scott Peterson
Steve Peterson
Lori Petrik
Dana Pettit
John Peyerl
Jodi Phillips
Stephanie Phillips
Jayne Piepenburg
Susan and Jeff Pinske
Cindy and Tad Piper
Dale Pippin
Mary and Jim Pittelko
Karen and Ron Plaman
Robert Poderzay
Christine Pofahl
Ron and Jennifer Prasek
David and Paula Pratt
Rosalia and Glenn Prementine
David Preston
Alissa Pretzel
Reed Prust
Sarah and Doug Psick
Jolene and Timothy Pugh
Jim and Deb Purfeerst
Helen Purvey
Jill Quast
Terri Quirin
Katina Rademaker
Sara Radjenovic
Keith Radloff

David Rasmussen and 
    Monica Millsap Rasmussen
Emily Rasmussen
Ron Rasmussen
Mary Ravnikar
Joleen Reamer
Lauryn Reamer
Sheila Reardon
Faye Reber
Cathy Reed
Robert Reed
Lee Regas
Bruce Reichert
Theresa Reinartz
John Reinhart
Robert Reinhart
Jim and Marian Reker
Ruth Replogle
William Richardson
Rebecca Rick
Michael Rief
Ronald and Sheri 
    Riemenschneider
Robert Riess
Thom and Denise Rigger
Lucky Rimpila
Andrew Ripka
Echo Rivera
Danette Roach
Nancy and David Robbins
Peggy Roberts
Susan Rodness
Susan Roedl
Carole-Lynne Roloff
Diana Roman
James Ronald
Tedd Ronning
Dennis Roschen
Keith Rosdahl
Kathy Rosenow
Jessica Rowe
Deb Rubash
Ann Ruehling
Bridget Ruemmele
Colette Ruemmele
Mary Anne Ruemmele
John and Mary Beth Ruhland
Jim Rustad
Indy Rutks
Patricia Ryan
Beth Rynders
Jan Salinger
Tia Salo
Sue Saltarelli
Rosalind Salters
Maria Sampson
Nicole Sandberg
Beth Sanders
Michel Sanders
Connie Sandler
Richard Sauer
Paul Saumer
Theresa Schalesky
Melanie and Peter Schaller
Randy Schemenauer
John Schenk
Julie Schlagel
Jeff Schlesinger
Deborah Schlick
Janelle Schlick
Geraldine Schmalke
Len and Tara Schmid
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Michelle Schmidt
Jennifer Schmitz
Kathleen Schmitz
William Schneider
Chad Schneider
Sarah and Steve Schneider
April Schoenecker
Steve Schuft
Annette and Steve Schultz
Sherry Schumacher
Michael Schurch
Eugene and Joye Schutte
Anthony Schwartz
Kay Schwebke and 
    Marcia Meredith
Dorie J. Schwieger
Diane Seal
Susan Seatter
Justin Sederski
Kimberly Segar
William Segl
Thomas Seidel
Bradley Seim
Tom Sellinger
Bonnie Sellner
Jon Seltzer
Craig Setera
Pam Setera
John Sethre
Connie Shand
Tib Shaw
Suzanne Shearen
Rob Shen and 
    Ann Marie Karnyski
Tyler Shepard
Dennis and Shari Shostak
Tonia and Mike Shupien
Ward Siats
Dee Ann Sibley
Scott and Louise Sicard
Kimberly Sieczkowski
Susan Siegle
Jill Sievers
Nora Andersen Sillerud
Megan Simonson
Marie Simpson
Ginger Sisco
Sherry Skarsten
John and Carol Skluzacek
Shawn Skoog
Greg and Lynn Slavik
Eric Sletten
Stephen Slocum
Dan Smieja
Charles and Lori Smith
Sharon Smith
Steven and Jeanne Smith
Daniel Smith
David Smith
Peggy Smith
Ronald Smith and Laurie Juleen
Janean Smolik
Patricia Snook
Marcia Soderholm
Allen Sohlo
Edward Soltis and Bonnie Burton
Morgan Sommerfeld
Rodney and Alice Spidahl
Jeannine Springer
Amanda St. Martin
Tony Stano
Gibson Stanton

David Stanz
Angela Staples
Becky Stark
Kimberly Stark
Nicole and Jenny Starr
Karen Stauber
Dani Steele
Brad Steen and Lori Schleis
Alexsis Steenson
Shana Steidl
Thomas and Joyce Stein
Ashley Steinke
Scott Stelzner
Karl Stenborg
Cory Stenson
Cris Stetler
Tim Stevens
Tim Stevenson
Brian Stewart
Janine Stewart
Ann Gerold Stibal
Charlotte Stieren
Rebecca Stiller
Sharon Stillings
Alice Stoddard
Jennifer Stone
Rickey Storebo
Weston Stradtman
Karen Stuesser
Cynthia Sundboom
Alicia Sunnarborg
Barbara Svendahl
Michael and Barb Swalinkavich
Lori Swansen
Betty and Ronald Swanson
Lance Swanson
Amy Sweasy
Roberta Sweeney
Gwen Swenson
Gail Swenson
Valerie Sybrant
Jim Szymczak
Margaret and Ron Tabar
Janet Tangren
Suzie Tate
Cheryl and Luke Taylor
Patricia Teiken and Susan Harris
Marge Tepley and Bob Cheney
Tracy Ternberg
Martin and Jan Tesch
Danielle Tews
Marcia Thibado
Michael Thielen
Charlene Thoemke
Courtney Thompson
David and Dawn Thompson
    Family
Karen Thompson
Rebecca Ganzel Thompson
Teresa Thompson
Karen Thorman
Martha Thurlow
Mark Timmer
Pat Timmers
David Timmons
Susan and Doug Tkachuck
Rose and Dave Tobelmann
Clayton Tomsicek
Paul and Cynthia Torkelson
Nance Torrence
Theresa and Mike Tostengard
David and Mary Jo Trapp

Elsie Trapp
Brian Trebelhorn
Jordan Trebesch
Bob and Jackie Tropp
Wallace Trulen
Warren and Rebecca Trygestad
Lisa Tuller
George and Elsie Tupy
Ronald Tupy
Michelle and Jake Urbancic
Mary Ann Urbanski
Joe and Nancy Utoft
Margueritte Uveges
Michele Vaillancourt and 
    Brent Wennberg
John Vajda
Larry and Suzanne VandenPlas
Paul and Bette Vandersteen
Charis VanEe
Norman Vanek
Phoua Vang
Sharon Vannelli
Doug VanStone
Nancy Verdier
Carisa and Steven Vermeersch
Jane Victor
Jennifer Victor-Larsen and 
    Nels Larsen
Lynne and Russ Viker
Heidi Vogel
Michael Voigt
Susan Voigt
Michael von Fange
Sandy Voorhees
Debra Voss
Heather and William Voss
Jacilyn Vossen
Marla and Paul Vranish
Jennie Walby
Gail Waldhalm
Jeffrey Walker and Carey Becker
Brian Walker
Janice Hovey Walker
Michael Walsh
Alexis Walstad
Tammi Walz
Robert and Susan Warde
Daryl Ware
Faye and Ronald Warhol
Peggy Warren
Sally and Allen Warren
Daniel Wascoe
Douglas and Nancy Watkins
Ellenne Weber
Carolyn and Bill Wehrmacher
Eric Weisman
Thomas and Diane Weiss
Stephanie Weissinger
Shannon Welch
Lynette and Bruce Wellendorf
Mary Weller
Karen Wennberg and 
    Brian Monson
Jeff Wepplo and Lisa Deutsch
Erin Weppner
Judy Wesenberg and 
    Diane Deters
Sharon Wessel and 
    Michael Rouillard
Michelle West
Gary Westeen
Jill Westphal

June Wheeler and Peter Herzog
John and Andrea Wheeler
Julie Wheeler
Nancy Whitesell
Jason Whiting
Keri Whitman
Nancy and David Whitney
Owen Wigley
Paul Wigley
Sarah Wildman
Emma Wilhelm
Candace Wilkinson
Kenneth A. Willcox
B. Harris and Geraldine Williams
Brett Williams
Eva Ann Williams
Linda Williams
Mark and Brenda Williams
Myrtle Williams
Lynn Willkom
Barbara Wills
Caroline Wilmot and William Brown
Paul Wilson
Carole Wilson
JoAnne Wilson
Stephen Wilson
William H. Winchell
Nadine Winfield
Kathleen McLafferty Winkler
Leslie Winterquist-Monke
Ken Witte
Nicole Wogsland
Alicia Wojchik
Cindy Wolf and Kelley O’Neill
Irene Wolf
Mary Jo Wolfe-Haider
Joyce Wolters
Elizabeth Wood
Marian Woodford
David and Delores Woodis
Michael Woolever
Sandra Wright
Steven and Jamie Wurtz
Patricia Yankovich
Elissa Yaw
Andrea Yoch
Mary Zahradka
Dick Zehring
Jamie and Tyler Zehring
LuAnn Zeilinger
Kristine Zeitler
Elsa Zinter

GIFTS IN KIND

INDIVIDUALS
Dale and Ruth Bachman
Pat and Laura Bailey
Stacey and Robert Barona
Thomas Bettenburg
Doug Bobick
Nicholas Cenaiko
Karen and Ron Clark
Sandra and Don Craighead
Julie and Doug Craven
Gary Cunningham
Craig and Jean Gass
Debra Fisher Goldstein
Hank and Ellen Hanten
Don McClure
Malcolm and Patricia McDonald
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James Melzer
Dave and Linda Mona
Tom Olmscheid
Leah O’Neil
Dallas Simonette and 
    Jennifer Farrar
Cindie and Jim Smart
Pat Smith
Patty D. Smith
Sharon Wessel and 
    Michael Rouillard

ORGANIZATIONS
3:12 Fitness
Aamodt’s Hot Air Balloon Rides
Abdallah Candies
Acme Comedy Company
Al Vento
American Restaurant
    Consultants Inc.
American Swedish Institute
Ames Construction
Anchor Fish and Chips 
The Arthur Murray Dance 
    Studio Minneapolis
Aurelio’s Pizza
Bachman’s
Bailey Nurseries Inc.
Barbette
Bent Brewstillery
Best Western White Bear
    Country Inn
Black Sheep Pizza
Blue Apron
Brave New Workshop
Breadsmith
Bryant-Lake Bowl
By The Yard Inc.
Cafe Latte
Canterbury Park
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
The Cheesecake Factory
The Children’s Theatre Company
Como Friends
Compmark I Corp.
CorePower Yoga
CSZ Twin Cities Home of
    ComedySportz
Daryl’s Dog House
Dino’s Gyros
Dino’s The Greek Place
Dunn Bros Coffee
Ecolab Inc.
Finnegans
The First Impression Group
French Meadow Bakery & Cafe
Gertens
Giggles Campfire Grill
Grand Casino
Grandmas’s Restaurant
    Company
Green Mill Restaurant
Guthrie Theater
Harriet Brewing
Haskell’s
Heartland Restaurant
Hilton Garden Inn – St. Paul/Oakdale
History Theatre Inc.
Hopkins Center for the Arts
HUGE Theater
Hyatt Regency Minneapolis
Indeed Brewing Company

The Inn on Lake Superior
Izzy’s Ice Cream
John A. Dalsin & Son Inc.
John Deere State Fair Dealers
Jungle Theater
Keys Cafe & Bakery
Kowalski’s Market
Lake Superior Zoological Society
Lighthouse Bed & Breakfast
Love From Minnesota
LuLu’s Public House
Mall of America
The Malt Shop Restaurant
Mancini’s
Marriott Minneapolis City Center
Martin Patrick3
Mill City Museum
Minneapolis Institute of Art
Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Landscape 
    Arboretum
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota State Fair
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Zoo
Mixed Blood Theatre
Nightingale
Northern Tool and Equipment
O’Gara’s Bar and Grill
Ordway Center for the
    Performing Arts
O’Sullivan Auctioneers
Outdoor News Inc.
Park Square Theatre
Patrick Klinger & Company
Pizza Luce
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Radisson Blu Mall of America
Running Aces Casino &
    Racetrack
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra
The Saint Paul Hotel
Sara’s Tipsy Pies
Sausage by Cynthia
Science Museum of Minnesota
Select Comfort
Seven Steakhouse & Sushi
Space Center Inc.
Spalon Montage
St. Paul Bagelry
St. Paul Saints
SteppingStone Theatre
Sturdiwheat Inc
Sun Country Airlines
Sweet Martha’s Cookie Jar
Syndicate Sales Corp.
Tenth and Black Beer Company
The Toro Giving Program
That’s A Good Idea
Theater Latte Da
Three Rivers Park District
Tot Boss
University of Wisconsin – 
    River Falls
Valleyfair
Vertical Endeavors
Walker Art Center
West Indies Soul Food
Wheel Fun Rentals
The Wilderness at Fortune Bay
Zenon Dance Company  
    and School

TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF
Mary Abraham
Bruce Achterling
Paige Albertson-Bishop
Gordon Bailey
Edward Bartch
David Bergstrom
Elsa Boland
Kay Cady
Gregory Cosimini
Espyn DeBoer
Dan Engstrand
Mike Erdmann
Ed Ericksen
Mark Fastner
Howard B. Fountain
Tenessa Gemelke
Mark Goodrich
Gregory Graham
Robert Grubbs
Jerry Hammer
Darrell and Coleen Hanson
Danette Hedican
Maxine Holien
Jim and Marilyn Juhl
Nathaniel and Andrew Kline
Barbara LaBau
Tom and Sue Lowenberg
Linda Lussier
Rose Murphy
Helen Myers
Anna Olchefske
Julia and Dave Olson
Betty Phiffer
Roger and Ruby Pietsch
Vince and Marcia Pletcher
Larry Poe
Jesse Poppe
Mary Roehl
Amanda Sandell
Scott Schmidt
Linnea Schommer
Robert and Louise Smith
Ryan Stearns
Carol Tegantvoort
The Dahlen Family
The Schmidt Family
James Thommes
Yvonne Vavreck
Wren Watland
Melinda Weir
Evelyn Williams

IN MEMORY OF
Gene Almquist
Richard Anderberg
Larry Anderson
Wendy Anderson
Lauren Applen
Marian Applen
Marilyn Arvidson
Esther and Steve Bachleitner
Robert Bade
Lisa Baker
Arlene Balzer
Willard Battcher
John R. Beardsley
Ted Bearth
Linda Berg
Alyce Bjorklund

Mary Alice Blais
Dean Blank
Armella G. Bollinger
Jackie Bonfe
Mark Borman
Sandy Braatz
Donn Bruess
Gerald Bruun
Leona M. Budzynski
Eugene Buechner
Nicole A. Calgaro
Perry Canfield
Marian and Ray Cannon
Carolie Carlson
Robert Cincotta
Gary Cranston
Florence Crowley
Roy Daniels
Robert Danielsen
Jim Deacon
Cyril Delaney
John Derham
Cyrell and Marshall 
    Dick Digger
Adeline Dion
Calvin and Dorthy Douglas
Marland Dow
Francis Duerr
Jim Eckblad
Joyce Elliott
Bert Enestvedt
Dona Engebretson
Jeannine Erickson
Carol Erickson Cosgrove
Stan Fairchild
Ann and Ed Fashingbauer
Nathan Fefercorn
Robert Felts
Joe Fischler
Debbie Fondell
Loraine Fritsche
Harold “Shorty” Gardner
Gordon Gerhardson
David Gibson
Greg Gramer
Lorraine S. Grant
Carrie Hafner
Charles Hagestuen
Peter Hakensen
Lorraine Halli
Ida and Marlow Hallstrom
Leonard Hanschen
Rebecca Hansen
Bernice and Nathaniel Hardy
Carolyn Heininger
Robert Herbranson
Roger and Mary Ann Hess
Caitlin L. Higgins
Betty Hill
Nancy Hinrichs
Orville Hoernemann
Kate Holland
August Holleschau
Michelle B. Holtze
West J. Houle
Adam Hughes
John and Helyn Ivory
Dennis Jackson
Dorris Jacobson
Robert Jahnke
Carolyn Jansen
George Jennings
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Tom Jensen
Lester Johnson
Michelle A. Johnson
Marie Jones
Michael Kaufman
Mary Kelsey
Ron and Hazel Keppen
Alida Kiesner
Jan R. Kirst
Bob Kloiber
Paul Klugow
Reed Knutsen
Boyd and Edna Knutson
Marlo Kohn
Nellie Krakau
Paul Kramer
Terry Krippner
Morris Krueger
Ronald Kurth
Joeseph H. Larson
Elsie and Art Lemke
Pudge Likes
Elaine Lynch
Janet Maher
Phyllis Majerus
Susan Maldonado
John Maloney
Gladys E. Mann
LaVerne “Marty” Martin
Jim Mattison
Wesley C. Maurer
Karla McBreen
Ronald McMichael
Blanche McNamara
George and Ardice Mehling
Ralph Menk
Robert M. Meyer
Roland and Lillian Miller
Emily Miner
Melvin and Sarah Mold
Lois Moore
Mikey Morgan
Keith L. Morris
Dawn Mould
Oran Neck
Chester Nelson
Duane Nelson
Evelyn Nelson
John C. Nelson
John R. Nelson
Irene and Ernie Ninefeldt
Arline Noll
Virginia North
Dan Odegard
John Opat
Alexander Orosz
Celia Ortiz
Eleanor Paulmann
John G. Pearson
James Peters
Ramona Peura
Pete Phillips
George Pillsbury
David Plath
John and Liz Pojar
Roxanne Portlance
George Pribyl
Marcella A. Proffitt
Marvin Puff
Gay Marie Radloff
Howard and Betty Recknor
Margaret Robinson

Mike Rodriguez
Tom Rolnicki
Eugene Roschen
Verna Rozenberg
Jim Ruemmele
Alban and Katherine Ruhland
Larry Rush
Joe Russo
Pat and Karen Ryan
Dean Saba
Stephen Schmidt
Susan Schmidt
Nicholas Schneider
Greg Schoetz
Chuck and Joan Schusoch
Nathan Schwanz
Robert A. Schwieger
Larry Seaton
Joyce Seever
Len Seliga
Thomas Shedd
Nathan Shupien
Hugh P. Simons
Robert Skarsten
Lucy Sohlo
Roy C. Sorenson
David Steffen
Nancy Steidl
Roy Steinborn
Hank and Bertha Stettner
Dawn Stransky
Jeanne Stressler
William Strout
Clara Swenson
Laurie Swenson
Pamela Taylor
The Snider Family
Donald Thompson
Dorothea and Merle Thompson
Stephen Tokar
Nina Tone
Frank T. Vescio
Michael Volz
Francis and Mary Jean Wagner
Donald Wald
Vernon Waldner
Pauline Warner
John and Edith Wegscheider
Will Weierbach
Michael Welter
Quintin and Marion Welter
Iris Westphal
Vince and RaeAnn Whetston
Adam Wilkens
Phyllis Williams
Ethel and Red Wilson
Robert Winfield
Orville Winjum
Susan Yahr
Linda Zdrazil
Ray and Eileen Zeilinger

This year marked 
success again 
with using the 
fairgrounds and the 
State Fair environment 
for education. A 
featured project was the 
Living Green Wall displayed 
at the Eco Experience.

It was created by the 
University of Wisconsin 
– River Falls with major 
funding from Kathy 
DeLonais through the 
DeLonais Foundation. 
The Living Green 
Wall highlights 
study findings 
that show foliage 
can positively impact college students’ well-being 
and academic performance. The exhibit was staffed 
all 12 days by students and faculty from UWRF.

Education is core to the State Fair experience and for 
the Foundation, education is the lens through which 
we review projects to be funded. Over the years, 
Foundation funds have supported Alphabet Forest, 
Math On-A-Stick, agricultural education such as the 
CHS Miracle of Birth and the history walking tour. 

Education

PROGRAMS
Environment

Best efforts are made  
to include your name(s) 
correctly. We apologize for 
any errors and ask that you 
let us know of changes by 
calling (651) 288-4322. To 
see our full list of donors, 
visit our website at  
www.msffoundation.org.
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Mitch Davis, Chair
Davis Family Dairies

Patty D. Smith, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Charles Corporation

Jeff Hawkins, Treasurer
Anchor Bank and Anchor Bancorp Inc.

Jerry Hammer, Secretary
Minnesota State Fair

Sandy Craighead,
Development Plan Chair

Community Volunteer

New Foundation Board Members Elected

LIZ KRAMER – Liz grew up in the St. Anthony neighborhood and 
worked at the Italian Junction at the fair in her early days. Her 
grandfather, Paul S. Kramer, was the Fine Arts superintendent 
for a number of years. Liz is a graduate of Yale Law School and is 
a partner with the Minneapolis law firm Stinson Leonard Street 
where she litigates complex business and construction disputes.

FRANK PARISI – Frank is the first former Foundation Board 
member to be re-elected. During his first tenure on the Board, 
he served as Chair for three years. He has continued his 
involvement since leaving the Board, providing hospitality for 
donors at the J.V. Bailey House during the fair. He is recently 
retired from the City of Minneapolis and also worked for 
TWA, StarTribune Foundation, Cray Research, and Fleishman-
Hillard International. He is a graduate of the Scripps School of 
Journalism at Ohio University.

DAN SHOGREN – Dan is an avid State Fair fan and a Foundation 
volunteer. He graduated from the University of Minnesota, 
Duluth and served on the board for the Tweed Museum of Art. 
Dan is self-employed as a manufacturers’ representative for the 
Upper Midwest.

Saluting Outgoing Board Members

TERRY GILBERSTADT, Horton Holding Inc., led the Development 
Committee, brought major funds and naming projects to the 
State Fair with Horton Pavilions and the Schilling Amphitheater, 
and made an initial investment in upgrading the State Fair 
Archives. At the front of the J.V. Bailey House during the State Fair, 
Terry graciously greeted hundreds of our donors and friends. 

STEVE POPPEN, Minnesota Vikings, led the Foundation’s Audit 
Committee for nine years with the Foundation receiving an 
unqualified (now called unmodified) opinion each of those years. 
We proudly added him to our Board on recommendation from 
Mike Miles, former Board Chair who is now deceased. 

BRAD RIBAR, Ribco Enterprises (Corn Roast) has been an 
amazing champion for the Foundation in so many ways with 
bringing that sense of family history and generations for the 
enrichment of our mission, teaching all of us about the State 
Fair, outstanding leadership of Taste of the Fair including our 
transition to being a true Taste of the Fair by featuring our  
great concessionaires. 

Dale Bachman
Bachman’s Inc.

Julie Craven
Retired, Hormel 
Foods Corporation

Gary L. 
Cunningham
Meda  
(Metropolitan 
Economic 
Development 
Association)

John Fabie
Abbot Downing

Litton Field
Bearence 
Management  
Group

Terry Gilberstadt
Horton Holding Inc.

Bert Greener
Retired, Fredrikson 
& Byron

Jason Koerth
Ecolab

Allen Levine
University of 
Minnesota

Dave Mona
Retired, Mona 
Meyer McGrath  
& Gavin

Steve Poppen
Minnesota Vikings

Brad Ribar
Ribco Enterprises

Ken Sandvik
Retired, District 
Court Judge for 
Minnesota

Cindie Smart
Smart Legal 
Assistance

Jim Smart
Smart Associates Ltd.

Michael Sullivan
Gray Plant Mooty

Linda Tank
Retired, CHS

Sharon Wessel
Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society

 2016
FOUNDATION

Board
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Why We’re Here

FOUNDATION
Case for Support

With a history  
that is older  

than Minnesota, 
today’s 

Minnesota 
State Fair is 

internationally 
acclaimed and 

successfully lives 
up to being the 

Great Minnesota  
Get-Together. This 

is where generations 
of families have come 

together to create 
treasured memories. 

Annually, close to 3 million people visit the fairgrounds 
with 2 million of those attending the State Fair and 
representing a broad audience that blends rural 
and urban, young and old, and all income levels. 
The State Fair operates much like a small city with 
responsibility for 122 permanent structures, hosting 
150 seasonal events and directing the 12-day fair with 
a diverse menu of educational programs, concessions, 
entertainment, exhibits and competitions. 

The State Fair receives no government appropriations, 
has limited funds for capital improvements, strives 
for industry excellence and invests in keeping its 
programming relevant. This is why the State Fair 
created the Minnesota State Fair Foundation, a  
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, to develop funds 
for capital and program improvements in agriculture, 
art, environment, history and education through this 
mission: to preserve and improve State Fair buildings, 
the fairgrounds and educational programs. 

Led by a 23-member Board of Directors, the 
Foundation has successfully helped the State Fair 
grow in its relevancy as a leading cultural and 
educational organization. More than 220 individuals 
volunteer for the Foundation, providing support for 
sales and hospitality.

Looking ahead, the Foundation will help the State Fair 
with these priorities:

•    Keeping educational programs at the forefront.
•    �Preserving historic buildings, programs  

and traditions.
•    Enhancing agricultural programs and facilities.
•    �Expanding arts and culture venues and programs  

in public, performing and visual arts.
•    �Improving the fairgrounds to be universally 

accessible, green and welcoming.

To help make the Minnesota State Fair even better 
for today’s generations and to prepare for future 
generations, contact the Foundation at 651-288-4323. 



FOUNDATION STAFF 
Kay Cady
    Executive Director

Jennine Duda
    Chief Administrative Officer

Lisa Ford
    Donor Information & Annual Fund Manager

Lynn Varco
    Senior Development Officer

John Lewis
    Development Coordinator

CONTACT INFORMATION
Minnesota State Fair Foundation
(651) 288-4323 / info@msffoundation.org
www.msffoundation.org

Report Designed by Jordan Harper
Photography by Bjorn Hanson

Established in 2002, the Minnesota State 
Fair Foundation 501(C)(3) is the nonprofit 
that exclusively supports the State Fair. 
Our mission is to preserve and improve 
State Fair buildings, the fairgrounds and 
educational programs.

1265 Snelling Ave N
, Saint Paul, M

N
 5510

8
(651) 288-4323  |  m

sffoundation.org


